May 2003 CVCC Newsletter

TNX DX Column: 

by W4TNX

Sunspots are rapidly going south. There is a nice graphical comparison of solar cycles similar to the present one (#23) at: http://www.dxlc.com/solar/cyclcomp2.html . The double peak we had this cycle was very pronounced and the reason we had such excellent 6M propagation. There is also a link at this site to the last three solar cycles, if you want to see how “short-changed” we were this present cycle.  

As of 4/10/2003, NW4V (@W4MYA) was #2 NA, #1 USA and #5 World as a M/M in the CQ WPX SSB contest, based on scores posted on the 3830 archives. Actually NR6O (last year’s runner-up USA to us) has the high USA score, but since there were no higher NA scores listed (so far), they would get the #1 NA award and we would get the #1 USA award. Keep your fingers crossed that there are no “sleepers” out there! Wouldn’t back to back #1 USA wins be exciting? Thinking about really exciting stuff, wouldn’t a WPX CW win in the same year be a killer? Keep the last full weekend in May open and let Bob (W4MYA) know if you are interested in operating. With sunspots going down, a good opening could favor either coast and/or latitude and make a real difference. Hopefully, we will have ‘nuff operators to take advantage of any good openings and favorable happenings like a freak snow in the Northeast and thunderstorms in Florida and California!

OPDX reports that there were 232 DX countries active for the week ending 4/13/2003. On 4/14/2003, the SFI was 102, the A index 15, and the K index 3. 

Don’t forget Paul’s (K4JA’s) open house July 26 in Callao, Va.
CT News:
Great news for contesters! Ken (K1EA) has announced that his CT contesting software is now freeware! Check out his site at http://www.k1ea.com/ . This will greatly influence choosing a Windows logging program for my new XP shack computer. Do I want the free contest logging program that I am familiar with or do I want to pay money for a program I have to learn? Hmmmmm….

A few CT tips for CW OPs:

· Learn the program! I am still learning each and every contest and seeing constant improvement opportunities!

· “Audit” a contest with an experienced contester using an audio splitter – your CW speed will soar and the accuracy of the log will improve due to the diversity of “two heads being better than one”!

· Know and use abbreviations like “5NN”, “CL?”, “QSO B4”, “DUPE”, etc.

· For the “Confirm” key (F3) use a short “CFM” message with your call, like: “TU W4MYA”. If you are in a pile-up situation and want to cut the message short, hit the “ESC” key after the “TU”. There may be some debate over the advantages of using a “Confirm” message of “R W4MYA”, as you can cut the “CFM” message short with the “ESC” key and use the “R” part of the message to answer a “QRL” by an eager HG station (or whatever). Also, “R” is shorter than “TU”.

· When a station needs just your prefix or the first part of your call, hit the “My Call” key (F4) and hit the “ESC” key after the desired part of the call is sent.

· If just the first part of an exchange is needed from you, hit the “Exchange” key (F2) and hit the “ESC” key after the desired part of the exchange is sent.

· Keep the “Super Check” (F12) window open and use the “?” character in the callsign entered field, where you need a “fill” – it is amazing what this will do!

· When looking for a “Run” frequency, type in “QRL?” as “His Call” (F5) and just hit F5 a few times, before hitting (F11) to clear “His Call” begin and CQing (F1)

Upcoming DX:
9N7DX, Nepal, will be QRV by 4Z4DX from 4/22 thru 5/5.  

VK9C, Cocos Keeling Island, will be QRV from 10/9 thru 10/25 by 2 different groups.

VK9X, Christmas Island, will also be QRV from 10/4 thru 11/19 by 2 different groups.
DXploits by Members:
W4TNX: Worked new BMCs as follows: April stuff goes here!

Needed DX:
Send me your pet DX needs and I will print them here for a possible “one-ringer” at some future date!

W4DR: JT1CO on 160M & ZD7 on 6M

W4MYA: FR/J

W4TNX: 7O, BS7, FR/G, FR/J, P5, VU4 & VU7
*****************************************

Will be looking for all of you in the DX pile-ups and the contests! 

73, 

John, W4TNX

