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Devoted To Amateur Radio Contesting and DXing From 160 Meters To Microwaves

News and Views Published For Members And Friends Of The Central Virginia Contest Club

Prez_Sez:


Prez Sez

It must be the first of the month; I have a blank page staring at me. That darn page just sets there on the PC and taunts me like the schoolyard bully, “Go on write something, let’s see what you got.” (Okay I did not go to a 21st century school).  However the necessity of writing does prod the brain.

 I’m currently working with a comedian, who has weekly rehearsals for an improv show. He stated the ‘non-performers’ always ask, “How do you ‘rehearse’ an improv show? Aren’t they spontaneous?”  The other actors in the group laughed at improvised voice and posture he assumed for his “questioner” but not one needed to ask how he rehearsed. We knew what he was doing, having obscure or unusual events thrown at him, by others, so that he had to think on his feet and create a new show from his past experiences.  

What does this have to do with radio? Well think of all our contest activity as rehearsal for an emergency of some type, just as the improv comic is having situations thrown at him by others, the contester has calls and exchanges hurled across the land. He or she is challenged to quickly reply and meet as many operators as possible. When the unplanned emergency arrives this seemingly unrelated activity has prepared the operator to quickly process the information and communicate clearly. 

73 de K4KJL


The big news item this month is that on the ARRL web site I4EAT has passed your editor in the DX Challenge listings. He checked in at 3100 while I remained at 3094. I received a few emails expressing concern that my "run" may be over, but as Yogi Berra famously said, "It ain't over till its over." The winner for 2006 will be determined on December 31. I strongly suspect that EAT submitted at least 8 and probably 10 Montenegro credits during September. I wrongly reported that both new additions to the DXCC list were only acceptable on October 1. Actually the YU6/4O3 cards were good on June 28. I have now submitted 19 cards (7 YU6's...I still await 160 & 15 meter cards from 4O3T), 6 KH8SI's and 6 other cards covering 160 through 6 which I had been holding. With luck I'll have several more to submit in late December. 

Now two Indian radio societies have announced plans for VU7 operations. One in December 06 and the other in January 07. Less good news came from France where the notice that Glorioso is postponed yet again. This time the reason is that administration of the island has changed from the French military to the Terres Australes and Antarctic Franaises. In the long run this may be favorable as the TAAF have permitted international groups visits to the FT islands whereas the French military have only allowed visits to their islands by persons in the French military. Watch for XF4 operation by a big group October 17 to November 3. A group of 20 operators plan a March 9 to 20 operation from Spratly using a 9M0 call. 

INDIVIDUAL REPORTS: 

NW4V: Ed came up with 5W on 17 & 80, YU6 80, 7P8 30, FH 20 & 40, CX 80 and J28 on 17 

W4PM: Puck bucked the low activity trend with 334 qsos in September his new ones were OH0 80, 9J2 40, DT8A (South Shetlands) 30, 7P8 30, HP 30, FP 30 and TI8 for #100 on 30. SU9FL answered a CQ on 40 for another new one and he scored with TX5 (Mayotte) on 20 and on 17 VQ9LA, LA0, CU2 and 8P9 were new band entities. The TX5 and 7P8 were all time new ones. Only 5 qsos were made above 18 Mhz and they were all in Region 1. 

W1ZA: Duke's log periodic continues to bring in the bacon for him. So far this year he has 158 new B/E's of which 108 were on 17. He has even managed a few on 12 where he says everything is new. 

WK4Y: Roy reported a dry month...was it conditions or is Edith keeping you busy? That new Stepp-IR needs some exercise 

W4TNX: John checked in with a newsy item on happenings down his way which I won't repeat as he usually writes his own column. We explored the possibility of next year's CVCC picnic taking place on his country estate. 
W4HJ: AC has really caught the RTTY bug. He made 300 qsos in the CQWW RTTY contest and finished in the top 20 SO Low Power standings. Kyle edged him out by 79 qsos..good going both of you! 

WD4LBR and K4WNW: Bruce and Sheila got off their bikes long enough to work rare JX9NOA on 20 meter SSB. I bet when the wx turns colder we will get longer reports from this dynamic duo. 

W4DR: I was happy to work VP8DIZ on 20 meter PSK in the Falklands. Although he was not new on digital I have been unable to get a card from VP8DIN who was worked 20 months ago. This was N6TQS a well known dxpeditioner who has been on 2 or 3 dxpeditions since our qso and who plans to go to VU7. I hope he isn't the qsl manager for that operation! FO/KM9D was a nice catch on 160 cw this morning the first time I have worked French Polynesia on top band in 15 years. 

N3UA: Sejo worked 3XD2 on 20, 30, 40 and 80, TX5 on 20 & 40 and 4U1ITU on 20 & 40. All three were new all time entities. In addition he worked the following new B/E's: HL 20, 7P8 40, YB 40, DT8A 30, CX & TK9 on 80. 

W4HZ: Jonathan's addition is finished (I think), but still not radio active yet. Partially because his daughter just bought a new house and he and Nancy were the moving crew. We eagerly await your return to the bands ole buddy! 

It was great to hear from so many of you this month. Keep those cards and letters coming! 

W4DR "the DX DR"
Dah DaDit DaDiDiDah
W4TNX
I saw where the 1st sunspot of cycle 24 has been “spotted”. Still a ways to go, though, with the “bottom” of cycle 23 predicted sometime in 2007. Check out this link for more info: 

http://www.dxlc.com/solar/solcycle.html
Kat and I have now joined the ranks of “the homeless”, as we have sold our current house. Fortunately, the new owners are letting us rent until our new QTH is complete (now targeted for November – was originally the first week in October, ring a bell with anyone?). The new QTH roof was to have been up by the end of August, but Ernesto put a “damper” (so to speak) on that date. We are now under roof with plumbing, HVAC and electrical roughed in. Electrical service is 400 amps with “water-cooled capability” for the amplifiers from the irrigation system. 

AC’s cousin’s place has been a great CVCC summer picnic site for years, but if anyone wants a change of pace, my new QTH could be a good alternative.

Recently had an eyeball QSO with Ed, K3KE, who lives about 2 miles away and has an impressive array of aluminum atop a 75 foot Trylon tower. He offered some tower advice as well as some grounding information. He has a grounding loop of # 8 copper around his house with about 30 Cadwelded ground rods. Maybe he could be a future CVCC speaker?

Kat is recovering from her second total hip replacement. She spent two weeks in the hospital for the surgery and follow-up PT. All this happening right in the middle of the new QTH construction – oh well, I guess if I add a few more 230 volt outlets in the new shack they will go unnoticed.

Please send any newsletter (NL) items to me the Friday before a monthly CVCC meeting and I will try to get your info into the NL. 

73, John


President Jerry Long, K4KJL


Secretary Marie Long, K4KML


Treasurer Bob Ladd, NK4H


Editor John Youell, W4TNX
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599 VA is published monthly by the Central Virginia Contest Club and is edited by John Youell, W4TNX


W4TNX@comcast.net





If you would like to get in touch with one of the club officers, please contact:





President, Jerry Long, K4KJL 


804-897-4954


jelong@yahoo.com





Secretary, Marie Long, K4KML 


804-795-2624


jelong@yahoo.com





Treasurer, Bob Ladd, NK4H


804-750-1015


RALadd@comcast.net








Visit our Website for Club �Meeting Information and Directions
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Webmaster: Kyle Chavis, WA4PGM

















The CVCC Sponsors the W4ML Packet


Cluster Node on 145.09


Sys Op is Dennis Pinner, N4DEN


rdpinner@comcast.net
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